THE NEED TO START THE ANTI-CORRUPTION CAMPAIGN WITH SCHOOL CHILDREN
The Bible says: 

“Train up the child  the way he 
should go and when he is old he’ll not
depart from it”.

In my youth the only corruption I heard about was to do with wounds.  As I grew older I have become more enlightened to the many aspects of corruption.

*
of the body
-

*
of the mind
- dishonest; depraved, impure

*
of figures and information – debased by errors or alternatives.

*
Govt. officials, lawyers, judges, marketers, etc

*
Electronic

The list is extensive.

I wish to state that this is a brief look at the topic.

(1)
What About the Adults? (The System)

Over time, we have developed systems that are difficult to cope with.  We are no longer willing to “go the extra mile” voluntarily.  It’s “what in it for me”
There must be some enticement or “Thank You” at the end of the day – over and above what we’re paid for.  We “curry favour” to get ahead.  The “rat race” is on and we must join them to get ahead.  Everything must be now and queue – jumping is the order of the day.  Do anything to get what you want now.  Time is against us.  So we begin to bribe our way forward.  Officials of every strata/levels learn fast that there are “good pickings” “from the back-hand”, “under the table”, “for the children” so they demand more and more.
Now we’re at a stage where it has become the norm.  This is Nigeria!! syndrome.  What a pity!

Even gate men expect to be tipped for doing their job.  We have the “I chop, you chop, we chop” we move forward but is it really progress?
Adults talk casually – even at home in front of the children about their business escapades.  So the children begin to accept “norms” that are not really correct.  Parents will say “I don’t want my children to suffer”. So they achieve by “hook or by crook” and this attitude rubs off on the children.

(2)
Where do we see corruption? EVERY where some subtle, some more obvious.  If we should begin to enumerate incidences we’ll never finish today.  We are to make the children aware of the ugliness of corruption.
(3)
How does all this Affect Our Children

Our children are our roots – our foundation.  How can we impart good morals into our children?  Children believe that their parents can do everything, they will take care of everything – they can always find a way.
My father says ……..

My mother says ………

You know “money talks”

Corrupt talk breed corrupt minds.

Attitudes develop – as normal – they take everything for granted – they do in any case – so corrupt behaviour begins to develop.

Here we are with young impressionable, fast – learning minds.  They learn faster by adult examples.  They see us in a way that we are unaware of.  They know us. Let us be an example worthy of a following.  They take in everything even when we think that they are not learning or they don’t understand. Let us be their guiding light especially us teachers.

Society is, at present, training our children with ideals that are far from acceptable.  You can catch a glimpse of this by their conversation and attitudes at times.  Even as teachers, what things do we do subconsciously or otherwise that may influence these children negatively?
The world outside of the school may be a conflicting one.  We teach one thing-society another.  We need to persevere.

What can we Do?

“We first form habits, then habits form us”.

We have experienced the results of corruption in its various forms.  It has entangled us in its web, but whilst there’s life there’s hope.  We must not give up our fight against it.  Let us who are more sensitive to the results of corruption, in our everyday life, start the fight with the innocent lives we impact daily. Let us make our children more aware of:
· What corruption is (in many forms).

· The results of corruption,

· Teach them to be strong and disciplined and to know when to say NO.

· Let us rid them of the oppression, shackles and chains that enslave our nation.
Let us build a better future and name for this nation by training them young in the way they should go.  Teachers are the ones who can play a great part in influencing our children positively.  So we the surrogate parents must live up to our “Calling” and help to build a future generation of worthy God-fearing citizens who will lift this nation to the next level.
Remember this:
· “I teach what I know but I reproduce what I am. 
    
John Maxwell

· “Do what you can, with what you have, where you are.









T. Roosevelt

· “When you cease to make a contribution you begin to die”
· Achievers are not only persistent, they are also hard workers who believe in themselves”
· Where there is no hope in the future there is no power in the present.
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